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SUBJECT: GREEK AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
BUFFUM 

1. GREEK AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS, ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM HIS 
GOVERNMENT, CALLED ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY BUFFUM FEBRUARY 18 
TO DISCUSS SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON CYPRUS. HE SAID 
MEETING WOULD PROVIDE OCCASION FOR U.S. TO MAKE ITS POSITION 
CLEAR AND HE HOPED THAT THIS POSITION WOULD BE CONSISTENT 
WITH STATEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY AND THE DEPARTMENT 
TURKISH CYPRIOT DECLARATION OF A FEDERAL TURKISH STATE. 

2. ALEXANDRAKIS ADDED THAT THE "TURKISH COUP" DESTROYED THE 
NEGOTIATIONS IN NICOSIA AND THEREFORE ANOTHER PROCEDURE 
OR FORUM SHOULD BE LOOKED FOR. HE HOPED THE U.S. WOULD 
HAVE A CONSTRUCTIVE POSITION IN THIS REGARD. HE WAS AWARE 
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INFLUENCE OF THE USG FOLLOWING THE TURKISH AID CUTOFF, BUT 
HE BELIEVED THE SECURITY COUNCIL WOULD GIVE THE U.S. AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXERCISE ITS INFLUENCE. 

3. ASSISTANT SECRETARY BUFFUM REPLIED THAT U.S. WOULD BE AS 
CONSTRUCTIVE AS POSSIBLE AT THE UNSC BUT HE WARNED OF THE 
COMPLICATED PROCEDURE IN PRODUCING A RESOLUTION. STATE- 
MENTS MADE BY THE SECRETARY AND THE DEPARTMENT WOULD 
ESTABLISH THE BASIS FOR OUR APPROACH. BUFFUM ADDED THAT 
HE WOULD BE GOING TO NEW YORK FEBRUARY 19 AND WOULD 
MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE GREEK DELEGATION. 

4. IN REPLY TO BUFFUM'S QUESTION AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS 
SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT KIND OF NEW PROCEDURE OR FORUM 
THE GREEK GOVERNMEMT HAD IN MIND FOR CYPRUS. BUFFUM 
NOTED THAT THE U.S. HAD HISTORICALLY BEEN OPPOSED TO 
INTERNATIONALIZATION AND WOULD BE RESERVED ABOUT A NEW 
PROPOSAL UNTIL ITS FORM AND PURPOSE WERE CLEAR. HE ADDED 
THAT WE ARE FRANKLY DUBIOUS ABOUT ANY PROPOSAL THAT WOULD 
OPEN WAY FOR COMMUNIST INVOLVEMENT IN CYPRUS. THE U.S. 

HAS SUPPORTED THE CLERIDES-DENKTASH FORUM AND HAS NOT 
SEEN ANY TURKISH CYPRIOTS TO SEEK INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR A FEDERAL TURKISH STATE. 

5. ALEXANDRAKIS CONCEDED THAT THE TURKISH MOVE WAS 
"CLEVER" BUT HE ASKED WHAT THERE WAS TO NEGOTIATE IN THE 
FACE OF SUCH UNILATERAL TACTICS. HE HOPED THE U.S. WOULD 
CONDEMN THE TURKISH MOVE. BUFFUM NOTED THAT THE WORD 
CONDEMN WAS RESERVED FOR EXCEPTIONALLY EXTREME CASES AT 
THE UN AND THAT OUR POSITION WOULD REFLECT PREVIOUS U.S. 
STATEMENTS OF REGRET. WE WOULD ALSO HOPE THE COUNCIL S 
ACTION WOULD HAVE THE FURTHERANCE OF NEGOTIATIONS AS ITS 
PRIMARY OBJECTIVE. IN RESPONSE TO BUFFUM'S QUESTIONS, 
ALEXANDRAKIS CONCEDED THAT THE DECLARATION OF A TURKISH 
STATE HAD CHANGED LITTLE ON THE GROUND BUT HE ARGUED THAT 
ITS POLITICAL EFFECT WAS CONSIDERABLE AND HE RF, EMPHASIZED 
THAT A CHANGE OF FORUM WAS NOW REQUIRED. MAW 
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